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By Nicholas Sarantakes
Can the war on terrorism
be won? This question is a

i simple one, but the answer

unfortunately is rather
complicated. Various state-
ments that President
George W. Bush and Sen.
John Kerry have made on
this matter during the pres-
idential campaign indicate
il is an issue that perplexes
even those operating at the
highest tevel.

The stiort answer to the
guestion is “no.” A longer
answer is “yes and no.”

What does that mean?
Well, if the “global war on
terrorism” is indeed what
the name implies, if' Aineri-
ca is on a worldwide cru-
sade 1o kill off every terror-
ist on the planet, then the
eftort is probably beyond
the power of even the Unit-
ed States.

The problem is that ter-
rorisim is a means to an
end. Tt is a strategy that the
wealk use against the
strong. As long as there are
disgruntled groups and in-
dividuals out there without
much power and a willing-
liess to use violence against
people with whoin they
have a grievance, there will
be terrorists and terrorism.
Fighting a war on terrorism
is like fighting a war on
war. An elfort to eradicate
this niethod is a fool’s er-
rand.

ery Advertiser

lying

Saturday, October 30, 2004

MILITARY POWER ALONE NOT ANSWER

issues vital

ﬂape}inja Voices

Never mind the fact that
a ferrorist is often in the
eye of the beholder and that
one man's terrorist is an-
other man’s treedom fight-
er. Point of [act: the higgest
terrorist threat to owr Brit-
ish allies is the Irish Repub-
lican Army, and the IRA
draws a good deal of its
funding from Irish-Ameri-
cans. If the U.S. goverimmnent
~wanted to put the IRA out
of business all it wounld
have fo do is to shut down
aboult eight Irish pubs in
Boston that serve as fund-
raisers for these terrorists
and their tront organiza-
tions.

The longer answer conies
from the fact that the global
war on terrorisin is nhot
what the name implies. A -
more accurate title would
be the “global war on al-
Qaida and its {riends.” Can
we win this war? Without a
doubt. T'he United States
has larr more resources than

these terrorists and the re-
solve. While people might
have reservations about the
war in Iraq, there is 1o sig-
nificant group that ques-
tions the effort in Afghani-
stau. Americans are
determined for understand-
able reasons to have retri-
Dution for Sept. 11.

In fact, we are probably
closer to victory than we
think. The al-Qaida that
existed on Sept. 10, 2001,

“has suffered a number of

heavy blows. Most ot its
leadership is gone. Tiven if
Osama hin Laden is still out
there, his ability to direct
tiis organization is suspect.
In short, this effort is not
over, but it is going well for
us.

The had news is that this
terrorist organization is
still dangerous, and capable
of rebuilding itself. More
importantly, it needs only a
few resources and can still
inflict a lot of damage even
with a fraction of its origi-
nal size. Unlike traditional
wars between nation-states,
we have a much more abso-
Tute goal. Destroying, rath-
er (han defeating, al-Qaida
is really the only objective
the United States can have.
As a result, there will be no
negotiated settlement, no
armistice, and no peace
trealy. Victoly requires
that al-Qaida be totally
eliminated.
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Destroying this terrorist
organizalion, while no sim-
ple thing, will be the easiest
part of this conflict. it is im-
portant to remember that
this war like any other
serves larger political inter-
ests. For example, i1 Viel-
nam Gen. William West-
moreland hac more
resources than the Viet
Cong, inflicted numerous
defeats on the eneiny, and
yet the United Slates was
unable to turn operational
success into political victo-
ry.

In the present the ques-
tion we need to ask is, what
good will it do us to kill ev-
eryone in al-Qaida, il we do
nothing to address the
larger issues that produced
these terrorists? 1f no eftort
is made to resotve the un-

“derlying political, social,

cultural, and economic dis-
putes that bred extremist
action, then other extremist
organizations will find it
quite.easy to fill the place of
al-Qaida and reeruit new
members. That type of de-
velopment is something we
will all want to avoid.
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